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God’s Triangle is a tale of tragedy and circumstance in a personal
family history. The title character of “God” is not an explicit living
character, rather, an influence on human interaction and a reason for
ignorance and denial. That role being highly appropriate for a nonfiction book. Written in diary format, this book follows the trail of a
man to understand a family mystery.
The story follows the life of the author’s great aunt, her marriage,
divorce (annulment) and eventual scheduling under the Mental Health
Act. The story of Florence (Florrie) Cox. Her marriage and later annulment to Rev Frank Paice is a family mystery that many worked to keep
secret. The detective work by Ian Richardson to uncover the stories of
Florrie, Frank and Frank’s second wife Olga leads him to an understanding of how detrimental it can be to live in ignorance and denial in
a strict Christian society.
Florrie and Frank were Australian Christian missionaries in India in
the early 20th century, a time when sexuality and basic biology were
not discussed. It is important that the reader understand the implications of that society. In Australia in 2013 it is inconceivable that a young woman could reach a marriageable age with so little
understanding of her own body. It could, however, still happen in various places around the world today. It is a human tragedy that this is allowed to happen.
Had Florrie been better educated, not stilted and constrained by her religious upbringing, she may have been better able
to cope. Frank could also have been better educated, but for his religious bindings. Both Florrie and Frank are victims of circumstance and victims of a society that refused to appropriately address gynaecological, physiological or sexual issues.
The reader is also provided with a glimpse of prevailing approaches to mental health in early 20th century Australia. Had
Florrie instead been in 2013 she would not have spent the remainder of her life in severe mental health facilities. The
“shame” attached to the situation was based upon ignorance in a very conservative society. I can only imagine the fear, confusion and frustration for both Florrie and Frank and I can only wish that things had been different for them.
I found the book to be heartfelt and considered in investigating two real people in tragic circumstances at a time of lack of
knowledge, lack of openness and lack of intimate awareness. I would recommend it as an interesting insight into religious
conservatives in early 20th century Australia.
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